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SCALE: 8":1 MILE 

FIELD --PROBABLY NOT CROPPED 
SINCE THE 1930'S 

DRAINAGE DITCHES; 
ARROWS INDICATE DIRECTION OF FLOW 

N 

Figure 10. 1963 aerial photograph showing recent uses of Ripley Esker. 
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Many potential users exist for Ripley Esker. Due to its close 

proximity to St. Cloud a large increase in use could occur when certain 

segments of the population become aware of the area. Two universities, 

St. Cloud State in St. Cloud, and St. John's University in Colle9eville 

and two colleges, the College of St. Benedict in St. Joseph and Brainerd 

Co1T111unity College in Brainerd are within one hour's drive from the area 

and could use the esker for educational and research purposes. Seven public 

middle and secondary schools in Morrison County plus schools in Benton, 

Crow Wing and Stearns Counties might utilize the area for environmental 

purposes. Some users might also come up from the Twin Cities area 

which is two and a quarter hours driving time from the site. 




